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Yorkshire’s ‘golden
oldies’ – the Men’s
Seniors – held their

nerve to deliver new captain
Andy King a clean sweep of
silverware for 2022.

In a nerve-wracking four
county championship play-off
at Rothley Park in
Leicestershire, Yorkshire’s
campaign to capture the
County Champions title went
right down to the final after-
noon.

On the last day they were
up against Kent, with
Wiltshire –  by far the smallest
golfing county of the four
regional finalists and on their
first showing – hopeful of
their southern neighbours
doing them a huge favour..

In the heat of battle howev-
er the Tykes held their nerve
and drained the pressure putts
to finish top of the pile cour-
tesy of a 5-4 win against Kent,
a first day defeat of Wiltshire,
plus a halved match with
Warwickshire.

Wiltshire had cranked up
the heat on the white rose
county by earlier running out
convincing 6-3 winners
against Warwickshire.

However, Yorkshire had
control of their own destiny
and duly notched the win that
guaranteed them their third
title at this level in five years.

At the start of play only
Warwickshire were no longer
in the running and at one stage
in the afternoon with Kent and
Yorkshire looking to be head-
ing for a draw and Wiltshire
homing in on a win, the small-
est county in the finals were
daring to dream of a fantastic
triumph.

However, Yorkshire came
strong in the final hour of play
and topped the table with two
wins and a draw from their
three matches.

With each match compris-
ing three morning foursomes
and six afternoon singles,
Yorkshire’s unbeaten form
over the three days meant they
fully deserved the title which
follows on from wins in 2017
and 2019.

For skipper and
Garforth member
King, the victory was
a blessed relief after
days fretting on
behalf of his entire
squad. He seemed to
be mentally hitting
every shot from the
sidelines.

Afterwards he
said: “It feels
absolutely fantastic.
Whoever designed or invented
this golf event – big congratu-
lations to them! 

“The players have loved
playing in it and we love com-
ing to this stage and compet-
ing and we’ll be trying to get
here again next year.

“I am proud of the players

– sometimes you need the tail
to wag and the lads at the end
of the order did the business
for us.”

Those lads at the tail com-
ing good were Andy
Woodhead, Steve Cain and

Dave Sanby.
Woodhead was in
tears after clinching a
3&2 win against
Kent’s Danny Holmes
while the smiles on
the faces of Sanby
(5&4 win against Bob
Florence) and Cain
(6&4 against Phil
Judge) were from ear
to ear.

Yorkshire took a
2-1 lead into the after-

noon singles from the morning
foursomes with the pairings of
Ian Clarke and Woodhead and
Ian Backhouse and Stephen
East having put points on the
board.

That left them needing
three points from six singles –
duly delivered by Woodhead,

Cain and Sanby.
For Woodhead – who

played for Yorkshire last year
when Sussex took the title at
Grange Park – it was an emo-
tional few days.

He said: “I was in tears
when I won my game on the
16th. Having lost last year it’s
not a pleasant feeling so to get
revenge and come away as
winners is great. 

“It was a big team effort
from all eight players. Only
six can play but we had a good
rotation policy.

“This year we got it bang
on. It meant a lot to me to win
two games today and to get
one of the big winning points
in the afternoon.

“We have a lot of clubs in
Yorkshire, more than a team
such as Wiltshire. But you’ve
still got to bring eight guys
with you that can do it and we
have.”

For Wiltshire and their cap-
tain Nigel Phillips, it was a
memorable week despite

falling just short. They arrived
here with the ambition of win-
ning one of their matches.

They left after posting two
wins while Marlborough’s Jez
Tomlinson finished the finals
as leading points scorer with
five and a half out of six.

Kent finished third in the
table with one win to show for
their efforts while
Warwickshire finished fourth
with a draw and two losses.

On day 1 against Wiltshire
Yorkshire found themselves
behind at lunchtime, as Jones
and Cain, plus Woodhead and
Sanby were both edged out 1-
up, before East and Backhouse
earned them a much-needed

lifeline with a 2&1 win.
Yorkshire men came out

roaring in the singles though,
only Clarke losing out to the
impressive Tomlinson 1-up,
and last man Cain getting a
half as wins for Richard
Norton, Jones, East and
Backhouse gave Yorkshire a
5.5-3.5 winning margin.

On day-2 Warwickshire,
who had lost to Kent and
would fall to Wiltshire on day-
3, showed real grit in halving
the morning foursomes. 

And although Norton,
Jones and Woodhead took the
Tykes out to a 4.5-1.5 lead,
Warwickshire stormed home
in the last three matches out to

square the scores. 
That set up the final day

showdown with the men from
Kent.

Clarke/Woodhead (4&2)
and East/Backhouse (5&3)
earned a 2-1 morning lead, but
three of the first four singles
out after lunch went down
2&1, only Woodhead sal-
vaging a win.

Thankfully, it wasn’t as
close as it could have read
from the scoreboard, because
Cain (6&4) and last man
Sanby (5&4) had already
ensured Yorkshire had enough
points in the bag to win the
match 5-4 and earn another
superb national title.

ENGLAND GOLF A third national county championship title for Yorkshire from last five outings 

Seniors at your service, skipper!

Ahead of the action at Rothley Park, the all-conquering Yorkshire team are pictured with the
Northern Counties League shield – Garry Cuthbert, Ian Clarke, Richard Jones, Stephen East,
Andy Woodhead, Ian Backhouse, Richard Norton, Steve Cain, David Sanby and John
Grimbleby. Pictured at left is captain Andy King.

‘It was a 
big team
effort from
all eight
players’ –
a tearful
Andy
Woodhead
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EASY-PEASY Headingley member Hugh channels his ‘inner Seve’

Four aces – this year!
Golf? An easy game!

Just put the ball on a
tee peg, take aim and

hit it in the hole! No, it’s not
quite that easy, you say?

It seems to be for
Headingley member Hugh
Barrett who’s done exactly
that not just once or twice but
an incredible FOUR times,
this year alone.

Hugh had already been in
contact with Yorkshire Golfer
about his remarkable hat-trick
of aces in 2022, when he went
out for a knock in a club com-
petition on Saturday October
1st.

The ace marksman takes up
the story: “I had my playing
partner Richard take photos
for the Yorkshire Golfer arti-
cle, celebrating my three holes
in one. I then stepped up (at
the 17th) and hit a 7-iron, the

ball carried the left green side
bunker and I saw it roll down
the bank towards the hole.
From the raised tee, I couldn’t
see it go into the hole, but I
had a sixth sense that it had
gone in … when I walked
down and couldn’t see the ball
on the green, I knew it must
have gone in and sure enough,
there it was sat in the hole!”

It was Hugh’s second one-
shotter at the 17th.

“It is amazing and unbe-
lievable, at the same time,
something that will probably
never happen to me again. My
playing partners, Richard
Duggleby and Peter Fleming,
whom I have played golf with
for 27 years, were as stunned
as myself.

“I need to give a mention
to another golf buddy, Alan
Smith, who was with me for

three of my holes in one this
year. To finish the story, I am
a massive Seve fan and saw
him when he came to Leeds to
play in the early 80s and was
privileged to see his iconic
Open Championship wins, in
1984 at St Andrews and in
1988 at Lytham St Anne’s. 

“I am in contact with
Seve’s son, Javier Ballesteros
on Instagram and he sent me a
kind goodwill message when
he heard about my four holes
in one. I asked him if Seve
had any aces, in his legendary
career. His message reads: ‘Hi
Hugh! Wow four holes in one
it’s a lot! I’ve had two, but on
practice rounds. My dad had at
least one in competition in La
Moraleja, in Madrid. Not sure
of more. Kind regards’.”

Hugh has been a member
at Headingley for 46 years and

his 39 points in the club sta-
bleford competition lowered
his handicap to 7.8, having
been down to 5-handicap 18
months ago. His brother
Patrick is a fellow member at
Headingley while other broth-
er John plays off single figures
at Moortown.

His first ace of the year
came at the 17th on January 6,
with a 6-iron from 157yds.
That lucky 6-iron also struck
gold at the 173yds 10th on
May 21 and from 148yds on
September 24, before he went
down a club to his 7-iron for
the latest. 

This year’s four aces take
Hugh’s career tally to a mag-
nificent seven – one as a
teenager at Gotts Park, and a
pair at Headingley’s 6th hole.
Luckily, as he added, he has
insurance for his holes in one!

Northcliffe’s Zac Gartland claimed this season’s Bradford Union match play championship
with a 2&1 win over The Bradford’s Darren Rands in the final.

In the semi-finals Gartland had got the better of Bradford Union team-mate James
Darcy (Oakdale) while Rands had defeated Rob Hillas, also of Northcliffe.

Gartland had enjoyed union success earlier in the season when winning the inter club
fourball championship alongside another Yorkshire Inter-District Union League team-mate,
Rob Molloy.

The new match play champion’s consistent form throughout the season saw him win
the Karl Curran Trophy, awarded on a points system involving performances in several of
the union’s top competitions.

Zac, right, pictured with Bradford Union’s President, Simon Tabel, after winning the
match play championship.

A champion year
for Northcliffe’s Zac

Pat Harrison put home club knowl-
edge to full value in winning the
Harrogate & District Ladies Senior

Championships at Otley. Indeed Otley
ladies featured prominently, taking six of
the top nine spots on the stableford leader
board. Harrison’s 39pts edged out
Knaresborough’s Sue Williams by one
point, followed by Jane Hawke (37pts) and
Sue Ridyard and Linda Barker on 36pts, all
of the Otley club.

Sue Severn won the 36-hole
Harrogate Match Play
Championship against Pat Benson.

Both played superb golf, in a great spirit,
with the match going to the very last hole.

All square on the 34th, Severn called
upon her vast experience as a former
Somerset County player and
Championship runner up, and managed to
win both the 35th and the 36th holes for a
2 up victory.
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PLAY & STAYWINTER
WARMERS

Skipton Golf Club, Short Lee Lane, N.Yorks BD23 3LF     Tel: 01756 795657

For full details visit:
www.skiptongolfclub.co.uk

email us at: 

enquiries@skiptongolfclub.co.uk

Wednesday, Thursday
& Fridays 

(November to March)

Coffee & bacon roll 
on arrival

18 holes of golf

£20 per person

Kestrel View sits in an enviable
position with the course just on

your doorstep.

The apartment which sleeps up to
6 has stunning views across the

course and beyond to Wharfedale.

Whether you are a golfer, walker
or cyclist you will find our newly
renovated apartment the perfect

place to stay!

Bookable via the club from
November to March

+£5 refundable deposit for winter mat

By Chris Stratford

Romanby’s Ben Brown
is a likeable lad, but his
display in the Yorkshire

amateur match play final at
The Bradford suggested he
does not like sharing as he
downed Howley Hall’s Tom
North 7&5 with only two
holes halved.

The England Boys interna-
tional’s appetite for success
saw him claim no fewer than
nine of the 13 holes played,
with recent Bowling Green
State University graduate
North needing birdies to win
two, at the third and sixth.

North, recent emphatic
winner of the Lee Westwood
Trophy, was familiar with the
pattern, his morning semi-final
with Rotherham’s Charlie
Daughtrey having gone 13
holes without a half.

But while he was able to
claim a marginal majority
against former Yorkshire ama-
teur champion Daughtrey to
record a 3&1 win, Brown was
simply relentless in his pursuit
of the crown.

The younger brother of for-
mer England amateur champi-
on Dan produced a handful of
birdies and never looked back
from the moment North sur-

rendered the first despite driv-
ing within a few feet of the
321-yard par-4. 

Brown made a routine two-
putt par from 15ft while North
would elect to take putter for
his second shot – and use it
less willingly three more times
for a bogey and concession of
the hole when he had appeared
to be in the box seat.

Seventeen-year-old
Brown’s birdie from eight feet
at the second after North had
tangled with a greenside
bunker doubled his advantage,
although his opponent
appeared to be settling into the
match with a hole-winning
birdie after an excellent tee
shot to five feet at the 153-
yard third.

Both men were around pin
high with their tee shots at the
278-yard downhill fourth, but

Brown had the easier shot in
and put it to four feet for
another birdie and a restora-
tion of his two-hole advantage.

He made an up-and-down
par at the next to go three
ahead after North had gone
long with his approach into a
small copse of trees at the
back of the green, but a six-
foot birdie at the sixth from
the Howley Hall man seemed
to have put him back in the
contest.

Brown, however, would
effectively settle the match by
winning four of the next five
holes with North playing a
part in his own downfall. 

He three-putted the seventh
from 40 feet, drove out of
bounds at the eighth - trying to
make use of his greater length
after Brown had hit an immac-
ulate iron off the tee for safety

– and revisited the copse of
trees that he had found at the
fifth by going long with his
approach at the ninth.

Ten was halved, but after
both men found greenside
bunkers at the downhill 304-
yard par-4 11th, Brown made
birdie from five feet after
North had missed from a foot

or so further away.
North scrambled a par after

missing the green with his tee
shot at the 138-yard par-3 12th
to keep the match alive, but
after missing for birdie from
12 feet at the next, he conced-
ed both Brown’s five-foot
birdie putt and the match.

Brown edged through his

second-round match against
Shipley’s Max Berrisford at
the first extra hole before
impressing with his 3&1 semi-
final win over Hessle’s Aaron
Brettell, whose form this sea-
son – particularly his third-
place finish in the Yorkshire
Amateur at Fulford – has
caught the eye.

YORKSHIRE MATCH PLAY Dominant final display by Romanby teenager 

Oh brother – Ben takes the title

YUGC President Terry Collins with champion Ben Brown and Tom North

Yorkshire Match Play Championship
Bradford GC, 17/18 September

Last 16: Richard Wheatley 2&1 Luca Houlgate; Charlie
Daughtrey 19-holes Adam Walker; Jake Wallis 3&1 Dan
Thomas; Tom North 2&1 Jack Whaley; Max Berrisford 3&2
Jack Northgraves; Ben Brown 1-up Richard Fawcett; Aaron
Brettel 5&4 Joshua McAspurn; George Mason 3&2 Oliver
Smith.
Quarter-Finals: Daughtrey 2&1 Wheatley; North 4&3 Wallis;
Brown 19-holes Berrisford; Brettell 2&1 Mason.
Semi-Finals: North 2&1 Daughtrey; Brown 3&1 Brettell.
Final: Ben Brown (Romanby) 7&5 Tom North (Howley Hall).
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The Fitzpatrick brothers
went head-to-head as pro-
fessionals for the first time

at the Alfred Dunhill Links
Championship and it was big bro
Matt who snatched the bragging
rights – just.

Their highlight was round-3
over the St Andrews Old Course,
when they were paired by virtue
of scores, with both starting the
day on -5, and they had mum Sue
for company.

Mum Fitzpatrick is an impres-
sive 2-handicapper at Hallamshire
and was partnering Matt in the
Pairs competition, while Alex had
alongside him the R&A Chief
Executive Martin Slumbers.

In the event Matt birdied two
of the last three holes to edge out
Alex, who had a 3-putt from the
infamous Valley of Sin, and both
players finished the tournament in
the middle of the field.

Neither made the 20-pair cut
after rounds over Carnoustie,
Kingsbarns and St Andrews.

However Hallowes’ Sam
Bairstow, making his professional
debut at the Dunhill, although
missing the cut in the main draw,
excelled in the pairs.

He was partnered by 7-handi-
capper Oliver Baker to an impres-
sive tie for third place. Bairstow
finished the first three days on +3,
with the cut at par. The pair had a
closing round of 61 to finish on -
33, four back of winners Callum
Shinkwin and American art dealer
Alex Aquavella.

Speaking after their family
round, two-time Walker Cup
player Alex said: “It was a great
day. It’s not often you get to
spend 18 holes with your family
on the Old Course. It was fun to
play with Matt and watch him
play and do it all with our mum.
It was special.”

He added: “I’ve been very
lucky. Matt helps me as much as
you can think of. And in the last
couple of weeks, I’ve been drawn
alongside some top players. That

has helped me enormously. 
“It’s nice to get used to play-

ing with big names. And yes, I’m
fortunate that one of them is my
brother. 

“For other people it might be a
little intimidating to tee-up with
him watching, but for me it is just
about trying to impress my big
brother. I would like to have
made birdie on the last. I was
aware that I was one ahead. But I
can’t complain.”

The brothers both played at
the Andalucia Masters at
Valderrama in Spain where Matt
actually missed a rare cut, while
Alex got to the weekend and fin-
ished mid-table.

After playing again in Majorca
he plans on heading to final quali-
fying in the Korn Ferry Tour final
qualifying school in November.

“The ideal scenario would be
to get my DP World Tour card,
although I’m way off that at the
moment, then do the same on the
Korn Ferry Tour.”

PROFESSIONAL GOLF Great finish in Dunhill Links pairs for Sam Bairstow on debut

A Fitz family affair at St Andrews

Matt studies his course planner as Alex has a word in mum Sue’s ear

Wakefield’s Dan Bradbury
had a confidence-boosting
week in Spain finishing tied
for 13th place as Jon Rahm
strolled to victory in the
Spanish Open at Club de
Campo, Madrid, in the first
week of October.

The former Lincoln
Memorial University student
finished the first year of his
Masters at Florida and
turned professional in mid-
summer, his management
agency Octagon getting him
a number of invitations for
the rest of the year.

A closing 65 after prior
rounds of 69, 66, 73, saw Bradbury close on -13. Rahm’s
Sunday 62 took him a full six shots clear of Matthieu
Pavon.

The result earned the Wakefield man over 26,300 euros
as he pursues his pro dream.

Elsewhere on the DP World Tour, Dan Gavins gave fur-
ther proof of his qualities as an established tour contender
with an excellent 6th place in the Alfred Dunhill Links
Championship. The Howley Hall man was just three shots
behind winner Ryan Fox.

Gavins had his breakthrough tour win at the ISPS
Handa World Invitational last year. His high finish at St
Andrews took his career tour earnings to just under one
million euros. 

Dan’s the man Q School progresses to Spain
The DP World Tour stage-1
Qualifying School saw mixed
results for Yorkshire golfers.

In the final event at
Mottram Hall in the first week
of October, Howley Hall’s Ben
Hutchinson finished in the
money in fourth place on -11,
four shots off the winner,
Japanese Takumi Kanaya.

Malton & Norton’s David
Hague had looked in danger
after 36-holes but finished
strongly with sub-par rounds of
65 and 70 to qualify on -6 and
a tie for 12th. A shot back and
also qualifying was Wath ama-
teur George Mason.

Another amateur in
Hallowes’ George Ash, plus
Fixby’s Nick Marsh, missed
out at Mottram Hall.

Fulford’s Charlie Thornton
made it through via Montado in
Portugal, in a tie for 9th on -14

as 23 players progressed.
Joining him was Lindrick’s
Bailey Gill a shot back.

A total of nine stage-1 qual-
ifying events took place, two in
England, one in Australia and
the rest around Europe.

The opening qualifier at
Players Club in Bristol saw 19
progress, with Wakefield’s Dan
Bradbury just missing out by a
single stroke. Rotherham’s Ben
Schmidt was a further two
shots back. In Denmark,
2020Protour founder Chris
Hanson was five shots off the
qualifying mark.

The four stage-2 qualifiers
are in Spain, November 3-6, at
Alenda and Las Colinas in
Alicante, Desert Springs
Almeria and Emporda, Girona.
Final Q-school is November
11-16 around Infinitum’s Lakes
Course  in Tarragona, Spain.

Ben
Hutchinson
and (right)
David Hague
– both
through to 
Q School
stage 2

EuroPro Tour axed after 20 years
Aspiring tour golfers have lost a valuable
stepping stone in the pro pyramid with the
closure of the PGA EuroPro Tour.

The announcement that 2022 would be
the last campaign came at the end of
September and shocked many across the
golfing world. It had been running since
2002 and provided the launchpad for some
of the sport’s biggest names.

The Tour began in 2002 as a partnership
between Sandy Jones and the PGA’s
Mastercard Tour and Barry Hearn and
Matchroom Sport’s EuroPro Golf Tour.
The success was immediately realised with
members Louis Oosthuizen, Charl
Schwartzel and more recently the likes of
Aaron Rai, Tyrrell Hatton, Marcus
Armitage and Richard Mansell using its
pathway to springboard their careers on to
the European and PGA circuits.

As a direct affiliate to the European

Tour, the PGA EuroPro offered five
Challenge Tour cards for the following sea-
son and has proudly promoted over 100
golfers to the next level.

A warning sign came in August when
Sky Sports pulled its coverage after a num-
ber of occasions of foul language being
picked up and players received a stern
warning.

CEO Dan Godding said: “In recent
times, the sports environment has evolved
drastically, and it has proven difficult for
the PGA EuroPro Tour to operate. We are
sad to bring an era to its end, but we are
delighted that we have helped so many
realise their dreams.

“We wish everyone the best of success
in the years to come and we’re excited to
see where our past and current members
can take their games. We’d like to use this
opportunity to thank all our staff and PGA

members, all our partners from the 20
years who have made it possible and every
golf club and volunteer who has been so
hospitable when the PGA EuroPro Tour has
come to town.”

Matchroom Sport and PGA EuroPro
Tour President Barry Hearn added: “I have
been honoured to have created the PGA
EuroPro Tour alongside Sandy Jones of the
PGA and to watch the development of so
many aspiring and inspiring professional
golfers ... I must stress my eternal gratitude
to Dan Godding and his team at the PGA
EuroPro Tour, the PGA, our broadcasters
Sky Sports and the golf clubs and volun-
teers in both the UK and Europe without
whom we would never have created so
many opportunities for the next generation
of professional golfers.”

The final Tour Championship was at
Lough Erne from 19-21 October.

Challenge Tour
Rotherham’s Ben Schmidt shot an excellent closing 7-
under closing round to land third place at the Challenge
Tour’s English Trophy, at Frilford Heath.

Schmidt was just two strokes behind play-off winner
Jeremy Freiburghaus and Maximilian Schmitt.

Harrogate’s John Parry was three back of Schmidt on
-17 with another Yorkshireman, Dan Brown, also finishing
in the top-20 on 15-under.

Jonathan ‘Jigger’ Thomson made the cut but finished
well down the field on -3.

The previous week, in the British Challenge at St
Mellion in Cornwall, Parry finished in a tie for 4th, with
Brown and Schmidt both in a tie for 11th spot. Thomson
and Charlie Thornton made the cut but finished well
down the field.

In the Race to Mallorca Challenge Tour rankings,
Brown in 32nd place and Parry two spots back are well
placed.
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LPGA TOUR Tense final round but Jodi gets a win at 246th attempt

Ewart Shadoff breaks duck

Yorkshire’s Jodi Ewart Shadoff became
the second English player in as many
weeks to win on the LPGA Tour, fol-

lowing on from Charley Hull’s victory at The
Ascendant.

Northallerton-born Ewart Shadoff finally
broke her duck on the LPGA Tour at the
246th attempt, after a nervy final round. She
posted a one-under 71 during a rollercoaster
final round at The Saticoy Club in California,
mixing three birdies with two bogeys to hold
off the chasing pack and claim a wire-to-wire
victory in the Mediheal Championship.

In what proved to be a couple of golden
weeks on the LPGA for English women,
Georgia Hall finished two strokes back in

tied-third. Ewart Shadoff finished a shot clear
of Japan’s Yuka Saso, who birdied her final
three holes to card a six-under 66, while a
round-of-the-day 65 from Hall lifted her to
tied-third alongside Paula Reto and Danielle
Kang.

“It’s a little bit surreal,” Ewart Shadoff
said. “I didn’t know if this moment would
ever come. I’m just really grateful for every-
body who’s on my team. Last year was really
hard. I’m standing here because of them. I’m
just really grateful.”

She had a four-shot advantage on the first
tee but an early bogey at the par-four third
looked costly, as playing partner Reto started
red hot to earn a share of the lead thanks to

three early birdies.
Both players birdied the next par-five

before Ewart Shadoff bogeyed the following
par-three which saw her make the turn trailing
for the first time. She pulled level with a
birdie at the 12th.

Both birdied the par-five 14th and Ewart
Shadoff moved ahead for good when the
South African Reto bogeyed her next two
holes. A tap-in par at the 18th was greeted by
emotional celebrations.

Hall also made a late victory charge when
she followed a front-nine 34 with five birdies
in a six-hole stretch from the 12th to get with-
in two of the lead, only to par the par-five last
to end the week on 13 under.

Amazing, Grace!
Hessle’s Grace
Lambert is pictured
receiving the win-
ner’s trophy from
President Winifred
Varley after landing
the Yorkshire Ladies
County Golf
Association Order of
Merit for junior girls.

The Race to
Woodsome Hall cul-
minated in a shoot-
out on Sunday
October 2nd at the
Huddersfield club
and Grace, who had
led the OoM going
into the final event,
was a deserved
Division One winner.
The Division Two
winner was Dee
Pyatt of Hickleton
GC (right).
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We welcome all visitors
Memberships available in certain categories
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Worksop Golf Club was more
than ready and able for the
challenge when England

Golf offered it a share of centre stage
in this summer’s Amateur
Championship.

Its neighbour Lindrick’s reputa-
tion is well established as one of the
country’s finest inland courses –
indeed the area has an abundance of
excellent, testing courses – but
Worksop was more than up to it.

A glance at the scoring of the two
days of Amateur Championship qual-
ifying, before the match play was
concentrated up at Lindrick
Common, exemplifies just how stern
navigating Worksop’s mature layout
can be.

Eventual losing finalist, Hallowes’
George Ash, scored four shots lower
at Lindrick than Worksop, while
across the board there was hardly
anything between the aggregate
scores. Indeed in the Women’s
Amateur, eventual winner Abbie
Teasdale from Australia was six shots
better at the South Yorkshire club
than its partner just over the
Nottinghamshire border.

Having experienced Worksop’s
stunning greens and bunker complex-
es, you can understand exactly why.
More shortly.

Secretary/Manager Simon Booth
took up position just a few months
before The Amateur in late July, so
he was literally dropped in at the
deep end. The closest the club had
been recognised prior to that was
staging the Logan Trophy – the

England Mid Amateur
Championship – in 2015,
a year after the club’s
centenary celebrations.

“That was an honour,
but this was ‘Premier
League’ stuff,” said
Simon. “There was so
much to do to get ready,
procedure-wise off the
course as much as on it.”

The staff and mem-
bers didn’t disappoint with praise
from all directions including a letter
of thanks from England Golf indicat-
ing they’d like to return in future.

Worksop has its roots in heathland
which over time has evolved into
mature parkland, visitors enjoying a
sense of being ‘lost’ in nature once
they’ve played away from the club-
house overlooking the 1st tee and
par-3 18th. 

Tight tee shots, punishing gorse
and densely tree-lined fairways put a
premium on accuracy off the tee, but
it’s those approaches that separate the
men from the boys.

Every green has its own character,
the triple-decked MacKenzie style
5th standing out among many. With
undulating fairways, a variety of both
gentle and acute doglegs that invite
risk or reward, plus wily fairway
bunkering, the course offers no short-
age of challenges.

There’s barely a flat putt to be
found and in the fabulous summer
weather when The Amateur was
played, Worksop staff had to ‘limit’
the greens to 11.7 on the stimp, in

order to keep them playable.
Fittingly in such a landmark year

for the club, Lady Captain has been
Trish Westwood, mum of Worksop’s
most famous son, Ryder Cup
hero and 25-time tour win-
ner Lee, after whom the
newly refurbished main
clubhouse room has been
named.

The club proudly dis-
plays some of Lee’s most
notable memorabilia, along-
side that of another well-
known tour pro in Mark
Foster. The pair were part of
the team that earned
Worksop the title of
England’s champion club
back in the 1990s. 

Another notable Worksop
old boy is Maurice
Bembridge, who was a six-
time European Tour winner,
four-time Ryder Cup player
and who tied the Masters
course record of 64 in 1974,
in finishing ninth.

According to Simon
Booth, Worksop’s qualities
are well known beyond
obviously impressed locals,
with members travelling
from as far afield as Lincoln,
Nottingham and Derby.
Indeed there are waiting lists
in most membership cate-
gories.

Renowned for being a
course that plays pretty
much year-round, thanks to
its sandy base and excellent

draining, winter greens are a rarity.
It can stretch its legs back to 6702

yards par 72, off blue tees, 6628
white and 6294 yellows with a slope

rating of 146 and 73.5 rating when
played from the 

Continued on facing page

It might not be a household
name – yet – for golfers seeking
high quality challenges, but
WORKSOP GOLF CLUB has
deservedly shone on the national
stage, as YG publisher Danny
Lockwood discovered...

The first par-5 is straight
on but a pair of sentinel trees

60-yards short
must be navigated

PHOTOS: GEORGE MAGRATH

Coming of age
for ‘ready and
able’ Worksop

The
tree-
lined
course
has a
good
few
places
to rest
your
bones
– and
the tee
signs
are
very
much
‘back
to
nature’



From previous page
back pegs. 

“We’re aware of how good
a course we have here,”
explained Simon, “but we’d
like more golfers to give us a
try and enjoy exactly what we
have to offer. 

“Visitors or societies are
always welcome because we
think they’d agree that
Worksop really is a top quality
venue.

“We want people to know
that we are here.”

Neither is the club resting
on its laurels. When preparing
the course for The Amateur
Championship, members were
invited to give their input
regarding what type of sand to
introduce in the bunkers. “We
gave them three varieties to try
– naturally they went for the
most expensive!” Simon
laughed.

More fine-tuning of the
bunkering is an ongoing proj-
ect, as is trying to return the
layout back towards its heath-
land roots. Heather nurseries
are being cultivated with a
view to introducing them to
the course and thinning some
of the trees.

On all fronts then, Worksop
Golf Club is very much a des-
tination that deserves far wider
attention.

If it was one of the area’s
best kept secrets, then that at
least is out in the open.

Worksop Golf Club
Yellow tees – Summer card

1 – 352yds, par 4

A rising, undulating hole –
as most fairways are – but the
drive looks tighter than it is.
The last 150 yards is all uphill
so take plenty club, with
bunkers front left and right
and a back-to-front sloping
green.

2 – 369yds, par 4

All downhill, parallel to the
first and it’s a nice looking
approach. Again, the drive
appears tighter than it is.
There’s a bunker short left to
catch big hitters if the wind’s
behind, then sand front and
centre right. The green is gen-
tly undulating but very decep-
tive.

3 – 184yds, par 3

A longish uphill par 3 with
cavernous front bunkers 15
yards short. It’s a long green
sloping from back right to
front left, with a false front.

4 – 373yds, par 4

A tough hole. A sweeping,
left to right dogleg that turns
uphill. Big hitters can take the
corner on, but it carries a risk.
You likely will only see the
top of the flag on your second,
with front bunkers on both
sides below the level of the
green.
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Take on the corner 
at the short 14th,

but a fairway 
bunker awaits

WORKSOP GOLF CLUB
WINDMILL LANE, WORKSOP, NOTTS S80 2SQ

TEL: 01909 477731
www.worksopgolfclub.com

5 – 301yds, par 4
A ‘driveable’ par 4 in theo-

ry, but most of us are playing
downhill short of the elbow
bunker, then turning left uphill
to a triple-layered, dogleg
green, with lots of sand and a
front run-off for good meas-
ure. Great looking.

6 – 478yds, par 5
None of the par 5s are very

long and the first is index 18.
Fairway bunkers await but the
real challenge is on your
approach where trees narrow
some 60-yards short. Bunkers
below the green front right and
centre left, protect another big
kidney-shaped green that
slopes off the right.

7 – 472yds, par 5
The challenge is a tight tar-

get although again the fair-
ways open up. Bunkers await
in the fairway and at the large,
oval green which will see
plenty of 3-putts.

8 – 195yds, par 3
A long par 3, a nice big tar-

get with just sand on the left to
avoid.

9 – 458yds, par 4
Index 2, a long hole,

although slightly downhill
until you get close to the green
which isn’t quite a MacKenzie
but has a distinct back level.
Try not to short-side yourself
on the left. 

10 – 487yds par 5
A gently rising dogleg left

to right. Favour the left side to
avoid being blocked, despite
the slope not helping. You go
into a green with a big trap
front left, which slopes centre
left to centre right.

11 – 149yds, par 3
A shorter par 3, all down

hill. Traps up front, but
although the green appears to
run away from you, it has
deceiving breaks that can hold
your ball.

12 – 392yds, par 4
Again, undulating, down-

hill, with an intimidating drive
but again which opens up past
the trees in your eyeline. The

front right bunker is above the
green, with one below centre
left, everything sloping from
the right.

13 – 412yds, par 4
Stroke index 1 follows

index 3, and you’re hitting up
onto a fairway above you.
From there the hole turns
uphill again to the left, to a
green with a distinct back right
to front left slope.

14 – 338yds, par 4
A shorter par 4 but tricky.

Uphill dogleg left and big hit-
ters can take the corner on,
although a large fairway
bunker sits squarely in the
middle of the fairway. Another
excellent green complex with
sand below front left and right,
protecting a green sloping
back right to front left.

15 – 479yds, par 5
A sweeping dogleg left to

right this time, slightly down-
hill, another to tempt the big
hitters but a range of fairway
bunkers await. It’s as close to
a flat green as you will get at
Worksop, but still with plenty
of subtle breaks, and sand all
around.

16 – 371yds, par 4
A blind tee shot to the fair-

way above you, before coming
into the kidney-shaped green

which rather has a ‘bowl’ in its
middle, plus standard bunkers
left and right.

17 – 319yds, par 4
Another intimidating drive

especially off the back tees,
with trouble all down the
right, but there’s plenty of
room out left. Your approach
is uphill to a green which

drops away sharply at the
front. Take plenty of club.

18 – 165yds, par 3
A lovely closing hole,

down to a tempting target sit-
ting beneath the clubhouse
balcony. Clear the elevated
bunker short right of the hole.
Everything slopes back right
to front left.

The 17th green
seen from behind
the 16th flag

Above - memoribilia
from Worksop’s favourite
son Lee Westwood
is on display
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Two years on, am I the only
mid-handicap hacker who
occasionally has a round that

he considers ‘golf’ to wonder what
the point of the World Handicap
System was or still is?

There has been progress after a
fashion – I can now work out 90% or
95% of whatever my ever-changing
Index is, and also 85% if playing in a
fourball context. 

Yes, I can work the calculator on
my iPhone – look at Locky getting
down with the kids, huh? I must con-
fess however, it helps that most clubs
have now erected boards outside the
pro shop or by the 1st tee, doing the
exact work for you.

Beyond that, I can’t say that I’ve
noted much of a change apart from
gaining a very occasional shot – or
losing one – when visiting another
club. Mostly it’s a case of no change.

I can assure you however that the
ever-changing vagaries of whichever
‘game’ I’ve brought with me on any
given day soon erodes any potential
benefit involved there.

Talking to fellow golfers however,
I have to cynically note that the WHS
hasn’t done a single thing to eradicate
the biggest problem which I always
thought it was meant to address – the
handicap bandits.

I’ve had a couple of anecdotes
shared with me. The chap off 20-odd
who lands monthly medals and board

championships year in, year out, who
dutifully puts his midweek cards in ...
and strangely they all seem to come
in well above his existing handicap.

Funny, that. He must just have a
hardened competitive edge, that
comes to the fore on weekends.
Hmmm...

I suspect we can all look askance
at members of our own clubs who
share similar scoring traits. 

Under the old system however,
clubs and their handicap committees
had the leeway to hold individuals

suddenly excelling to arbitrary
account. 

In my first year as a club member,
back in the late 1990s, I came down
from 21 to 17 in a couple of weeks
and was down to 13 within a matter
of months. 

There was no hiding by putting a
meaningless casual score in, when
the only thing you were actually
playing for was to enjoy a summer
afternoon out on the course.

Do clubs still have the authority
or wherewithal to do that and if so,
are any of them actually doing it? If
not it might not be a bad idea to rein-
troduce it.

At the risk of putting some noses
out of joint, wouldn’t it also be better
to impose strict handicap limits in
competitions – like an 18 maximum?
I know some do, but if it was more
generally applied, it would give high-
er handicappers who really want to
be competitive the incentive to work
on getting their scores down. 

A deterrent to less able golfers?
Then introduce less prestigious tour-
naments aimed directly at those
golfers to keep them engaged. 

But I really don’t see ‘fairness’ in
someone getting 2-shots on a dozen
or more holes – or even three, in
some cases. 

If they’re playing off those handi-
caps, then competition really isn’t
why they’re out on the fairways. Yet I

suspect that whatever system is in
place, some unscrupulous individuals
will always undermine it.

Awhole tranche of the county’s
most successful amateur
golfers of recent years all

seem to have made the jump into the
professional ranks at once. Sam
Bairstow’s stellar career reached its
natural next-step, while Dan

Bradbury, Charlie Thornton, Alex
Fitzpatrick (and more!) have all taken
their own tentative forays into the
highly unpredictable ranks of the pro-
fessional game. Our sincerest best
wishes go with them in their efforts,
every one a credit to Yorkshire.

Enjoy your forthcoming winter
play and Yorkshire Golfer will see
you in the New Year, as ever cover-
ing the best of club and county.

SWINGING
WILD... YG Publisher

Danny Lockwood

Places are limited for the
Yorkshire Union agronomy day
at Sandburn Hall where greens
staff from across the county will
be able to hear about all the lat-
est developments in course sus-
tainability. 

The event will be held at
Sandburn Hall on Wednesday
November 16th as part of the
YUGC’s partnership with the
R&A’s agronomy experts. 

There is no cost for atten-
dance and refreshments/lunch
will be provided to all delegates.

The day follows on from a
presentation given at the YUGC
annual meeting at Pannal Golf
Club in April when the R&A’s
senior agronomist Alistair Beggs
(pictured) highlighted a range of
challenges and opportunities to
golf club delegates. Mr Beggs
will also be addressing the
November meeting.

To inquire about attending,
email Jonathan Plaxton on 
secretary@yugc.co.uk 

Golf clubs are thought to be among millions of businesses who
may have fallen foul of the latest mis-selling scandal? 

If you use, or have used, an energy broker for your busi-
ness, you have been over-charged and be due substantial
compensation.

There are around six million businesses in the UK and it is
estimated 4.8m of them use an energy broker to source the
best deal for gas and electricity. 

Analysis shows that over 95% of the energy contracts
issued by brokers have been mis-sold. 

The most common reason is due to ‘hidden commissions’.
Some companies have been paying up to 70% extra for their
energy. There are up to 30 ways an energy contract could have
been mis-sold. 

Business Energy Scandal has been set up to help business-
es recover what they are owed. The process is very straight
forward and free to use. We get your energy contract analysed
free-of-charge. 

Where a valid claim is detected, we will calculate the
amount you are owed, which we will seek to recover on your
behalf on No Win – No Fee terms. 

Our panel of specialist solicitors are the best around. If you
choose to proceed, we will keep you fully informed throughout
the process which we expect to take between two to twelve
weeks. 

Only when your money has been recovered do we receive
the renumeration for all the work carried out on your behalf
capped at a maximum of 30% of the award. The claims
processor/litigator we have partnered with have an average
claim value of over £100,000. 

Finally, we can put you in touch with an honest, professional
and transparent broker so that you will never be mis-sold to
again.

Energy crisis - has your club overpaid?

Call
now and
quote

‘Yorkshire
Golfer’

Calling all greens staff

Has WHS done anything to deter ‘bandits’?
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Twenty-five years after
showing up for what
he thought was a part-

time summer job, Malton &
Norton head greenkeeper
Richard Jacques has celebrat-
ed a landmark anniversary.

The Ryedale club present-
ed him with a landscape of
his favourite view over the
27-hole layout – the scene
down the eleventh, eighth
and first holes from up on the
second, to mark his 25 years
with the club.

“I’d been planning on
doing a graphic design
course at York College when
I left school in 1997, but the
former head greenkeeper
Malcolm Henderson asked
me to come down. I thought
it was an end of summer
thing and I could earn some
money, so I snapped it up.”

In fact Henderson was
looking for full-time help –

and young Jacques was so
smitten with the challenge he
was hooked.

Instead of York College,
part-time sports turf manage-
ment courses at Askham
Bryan College were to be
followed by a HNC qualifi-
cation in Golf Course
Management, the deputy job
at Malton and then the top
job from 2008.

Jacques says the pinnacle
of his work came last sum-
mer when the club staged the
England Girls’ Championship
and was subsequently short-
listed for the EG Tournament
Venue of the Year.

“The amount of hours the
team put in the month lead-
ing up to the tournament was
extraordinary,” he said, “and
four of the staff were quite
new. It was one of the proud-
est moments I’ve ever had.

“The board, the members,

everyone was fantastic. We
were really lucky with the
weather that week, but I’m
so proud of the team and the
feedback we got was unbe-
lievable.

“If I never have anything
like that again, I can look
back at that, proud of the
course, the members, and the
team.”

The Malton & Norton
team has been very busy in
recent weeks making radical
changes to the Derwent
course, holes 19-27, where a
pond which held 400 cubic
metres of water has been
extended to over 2,000 cubic
metres and, being linked to
the club’s irrigation system,
will make the club self-suffi-
cient in future years.

In addition a new road has
been put in to link the main
car park with the driving
range.

“It’s funny, people who
will walk seven miles round
a course don’t fancy 400
yards to the range – but
we’re seeing a lot more using
it now, including me!”

As low as 3.9 handicap at
one point, ongoing projects
and the pressures of a young
family have seen his index
rise to 6.2. 

Indeed, when he does get

to play golf, he likes to try
clubs other than Malton &
Norton. “I enjoy playing
other courses, mostly
because I can have a look at
what they’re doing!”

Prize moment – Richard Jacques with wife Heather and children Thomas and Mollie

Summer job that’s
lasted 25 years 





By Chris Stratford

Howley Hall’s James
Appleyard and Miles
Foster overhauled their

clubmates and 36-hole leaders
Paul Blackshaw and Robert
Carr to win the Yorkshire
Challenge for the second time
in its 10th staging.

The 2017 Supreme
Champions came from a point
behind to win by three thanks
to a superb 46pt tally in the
final day of the prestigious and
hugely popular better ball
event held over the county’s
three Ryder Cup venues –
Ganton, Moortown and
Lindrick.

Appleyard and Foster, who
had started with 44pts at
Lindrick and 43 at Ganton,
reached the turn on day three
with a further 25pts. They had
carded four birdies and a nett
eagle, thanks to Foster, at the

ninth. He would repeat the feat
at the 12th and although their
birdie count dropped to two on
the trip back to the clubhouse
they had done more than
enough to be champions for
the second time in five years
on 133. The win complement-
ed their victory earlier this
summer in the Heathland
Classic.

Blackshaw and Carr could
already see their Howley Hall
pals pulling out of sight after
nine, having started with a
bogey for one point and
adding only one birdie before
the former also marked down
a nett eagle at hole nine. Their
handful of birdies on the
inward loop merely reduced
Appleyard and Foster’s win-
ning margin by a point.

Lindrick’s James and
Thomas Wolstenholme took
third spot on countback from
Iain Yule and Mathew

Bowman (Kings Lynn). The
Wolstenholmes also enjoyed
victory in the Ganton Division
while Yule and Bowman won
the Moortown Division.

Two pairs had shared the
lead on 46pts after day one
although Bridlington Links’
John Carter and Paul Gilbey
might have sat top of the
leaderboard alone after adding
22pts on the back nine at
Moortown to the 24 accumu-
lated on the way out.

But Andrew Walsh and
Jason Massey, of Ashton and
Lea, had an astonishing back
nine at Lindrick that saw them
accrue 27pts. Walsh had three
birdies, two of them gross, and
parred the long par-3 18th
while Massey got on the card
on the back nine with four
birdies, also two of them
gross, plus a nett eagle at the
17th.

Carter and Gilbey’s cause

was assisted by a nett eagle
apiece, Gilbey at the third and
Carter at the seventh.
Leading the way at Ganton on
43pts were Alan Kay and Jeff
Mitchell (Sandiway) and
Bryan Murnane and Tony
Martin (South Beds).

On day two, Blackshaw
and Carr matched their 44pts
at Lindrick on day one with
the identical total at Ganton to
lead with a round to go.
Breathing down their necks
were clubmates Appleyard and
Foster along with Yule and
Bowman.

Blackshaw and Carr had
21pts to the turn, a figure mas-
saged by Blackshaw’s two nett
eagles at holes two and nine.
He also carded four of their
five birdies coming home, but
the work was distributed even-
ly with each coming in on nine
holes.

Appleyard and Foster accu-

mulated 23pts with four
birdies and a nett eagle at the
ninth from the former before
adding a further three birdies
on the back nine.

Blackshaw and Carr’s
score was the best at Ganton
on day two while Abbeydale’s
Deepak Jaiswal and Lee Rose
had the best score at
Moortown with 47. Kevin
Therin and Harrison Carlyon
(Royal Jersey) were atop the
Lindrick board on the second
day with 45.

Joint first-round leaders

Carter and Gilbey plus Walsh
and Massey slipped four
points behind with 38 at
Moortown and Ganton respec-
tively.

The Yorkshire Challenge
involves three series, each
named after the course on
which the pairings begin their
journey in pursuit of glory in a
competition that has become
more popular year-by-year
since its inception in 2013.
Almost 200 pairs battled for
daily prizes, series supremacy
and the overall title.
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Howley Hall pairs are
up to the Challenge

The 20th Gary Birkenshaw Memorial golf day was played at
Hanging Heaton GC and was fittingly won by two of Gary’s
close friends who set up the fund-raising event.

Gary was a popular businessman and sportsman in the
Dewsbury and Batley area and died suddenly while playing at
Cleckheaton Golf Club. His old pals Trevor Hooley and Peter
Forster led home the 40-player field with a superb 48pt 4bbb
tally, three ahead of Paul Ratcliffe and Mick Foster.

Peter said: “It felt like there were three of us in our team
with Birky’s presence. It was a calming but positive influence!”
As another competitor remarked, “with 48pts it sounds like
there were three of you playing!” 

Gary’s 91-year-old father Roy was in attendance at the
presentation, with prizes down to 15th place. 

Peter added: “Many thanks to all involved, Birky would have
been proud of the £700 raised for the local charity, ‘Friends-in-
Deed’. And special mention to the ladies in charge of the half
way house who made sure we all had ‘One for the Road’.”

Pictured are winners Trevor Hooley and Peter Forster.

Birky’s old friends
in winner’s circle 

The Leeds and District Union’s junior programme cli-
maxed at Headingley Golf Club, with six teams battling it
out for the Ken Romaine Salver.

The winners of the Union’s leagues and knock-outs sent
out teams of three players in a stableford competition with
the best two scores counting.

The Wike Ridge team of Max Hollinghurst, Lulu
Woodrow and Rafael Young ran out convincing winners
with an excellent total of 79pts. 

In second place on 74pts were Waterton Park, three
points clear of third placed Normanton 2.

Lulu Woodrow won the Nett Junior Order of Merit and
Ben Waite (Low Laithes) was winner of the Gross Junior
Order of Merit.

The team winners Rafael, Lulu and Max are pictured,
as is Ben with Union President Colin Duckels

Wike Ridge juniors on top

We reach thousands of golfers with
every edition, in print and online

@yorkshiregolfer.net
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With the cold weather approaching, we
all know our time out on the golf
course is becoming limited. 

I want to share some ideas  about how you
can continue your practice indoors and at home
over the winter months. While there is no sub-
stitute for getting out on the course, there are
plenty of ways to stop your game going into
hibernation! 

The best thing about winter practice is that
you can experiment with changes in your game
and try to work on them so that they will feel
natural come spring time.

The worst time of the year to make any
adjustments to your game is during the spring
or summer. If you can use the off-season as a
time to make changes to your equipment and
technique, the work will pay off once the
warmer weather returns.

There are a number of things you can do in
your garage, garden or anywhere, some with a
golf club, some without. You can use the winter
months to improve your flexibility with stretch-
ing, pilates or yoga; excellent for golfers of all
ages. 

You can increase stamina through cardio,
including walking. Although it can feel tough
when it’s cold and miserable out, you can also
work on your overall health by focusing on a
healthy diet.

Indoor Winter Practice
You may not be able to play golf outdoors as

often in the winter but what about indoors?
Being able to practice and work on your game
during winter in a warm indoor environment
will really bring on your game for the spring.

Putting
The easiest thing to work on indoors is your

putting (image 2). If you have a relatively flat
carpet that rolls nicely, you can always use a
cup as your target. There are also a number of
putting mats on the market that will help you
improve your technique whatever the weather.

Know Your Yardages
Due to softer golf course conditions, your

short game is going to be placed under real
pressure in winter months. Knowing how far
you hit each club is imperative to finding as

many greens in regulation as possible – and
remember to take an extra club (or two) in par-
ticularly cold temperatures as the ball won’t
travel as far.

To help you achieve your aims, take advan-
tage of my winter Club Distancing Offer:

A 1-hour session on the Flightscope to
assess your club distances. Sessions available
weekdays 9:00am to 9:00pm in the indoor stu-
dio. To book your session contact Tony on
07588 355588.

Pilates & Yoga
Physical prowess and good equipment are

both equally important for improving your golf
game. However, golf is also about your flexibil-
ity and state of mind during the game. 

Yoga is essentially a spiritual discipline
based on an extremely subtle science, which
focuses on bringing harmony between mind and
body. It is an art and science of healthy living.
A level-headed golfer can assess the situation
much more efficiently and ultimately make the
right call. 

On the other hand, a golfer who is angry is
more likely to make a crucial mistake. If you
have trouble keeping your cool during a golf
game, you should give yoga a try, it will help
you focus on developing both your mind and
body through exercise and meditation.

Pilates is a form of exercise which concen-
trates on strengthening the body with an empha-
sis on core strength.  

Like yoga, pilates concentrates on posture,
balance and flexibility. In pilates the chance of
injury is much lower than with other more
strenuous forms of exercise. Pilates also focuses
on the mind-body connection. While doing the
various exercises your mind needs to be con-
stantly aware of your breathing and the way
your body moves.

Keep Up The Exercise
Just because it’s winter it doesn’t mean you

can’t stay physically active and prepare yourself
for the next golfing season. An exercise routine
is the best way to stay in shape and fight off
that annoying seasonal depression. 

Golf may seem like a sport that’s not too
physically demanding but we all know that’s

TONY HOWARTH, 2004 Sinclair Award Winner, Academy Director and Golf and Marketing
Manager at Scarthingwell Golf Course, has over 25 years of PGA experience and has
taught all levels of golfers. This experience ranges from European Tour, Ladies European
Tour and county players through to club golfers and complete beginners. 
Tony has appeared as guest speaker at many events including the Junior Golf Partnership
seminar held at the Belfry, as Key Note Speaker at the inaugural Golf Careers Convention at
the University of Northumbria, guest speaker at the UK Golf Show, the Turkish Golf

Federation 1st Annual Coaching Conference and most recently at the GolfEurope Show in
Augsburg, Germany. 
In his role as SNAG Master Trainer, Tony works with International Golf Development imple-
menting first touch coaching and development programmes across the world including
Europe, Africa and Asia. Tony’s simplistic style of coaching has been his road to success
and he has become known as an expert not just on the golf swing but especially on the
short game and putting.

TONY HOWARTH
Academy Director, 

Scarthingwell Golf Academy

not true. Working out will not only help you
improve your golf game but is also key for your
general well being and mental health. There are
many exercises that you can do at home as well
as at your local gym, including weight training

and resistance bands – image 3 – which are a
great way to work on many aspects of your
game.  

Visit www.tonyhowarthgolf hints and tips
page for lots of exercises to work on at home!

Make winter work
for your game

1

2

3

Yorkshire Golfer Special Reader Offer: Book a 1-hour Flightscope and video
analysis session with Tony Howarth for just £30 – to book, contact Tony on

07588 355588 or email tpnyhowarthpga@gmail.com
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Scarthingwell
Golf Course

One of Yorkshire's
Friendliest Golfing

Venues

WHATOUR
CUSTOMERS
HAVE TO SAY...
“I was excited about 

playing a course with a 
reputation for a friendly
atmosphere. It did not 

disappoint – I was met with
a very professional and

cheerful welcome.”

“York is blessed with some
really good courses and

you can put this one right
up near the top!”

“Thanks again for 
another great day’s 

golfing, yet again the
course was in 

immaculate condition.”

GREEN FEE
OFFER

£25 PER PERSON
Monday-Friday

£30 PER PERSON
Saturday-Sunday

To book telephone
reception

01937 557878

Scarthingwell Lane, Tadcaster,
North Yorkshire, LS24 9PF
T: 01937 557878

For details on our
2022/23 MEMBERSHIP

OFFERS
contact

TONY HOWARTH
01937 557878

tony.howarth@scarthingwellgolfcourse.co.uk
www.scarthingwellgolfcourse.co.uk

@GolfPick                       ScarthingwellGolfCourse

2023 Society
Packages from
£25 per person

available from
Sunday to Friday

Packages to suit all 
societies’ needs - 18/27

holes
Bacon sandwich and 

coffee options
Sandwiches soup and/or

chips for lunch
Buffet in the clubhouse or
curry upstairs in Jahan’s

Lounge
To discuss your society’s
requirements please call

Kevin on
01937 557878
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TEESSIDE CHAMPIONSHIPS Swift revenge in Dan’s end of season blitz

Teeside GC’S Dan Norman has
wasted no time in making up
for the disappointment of suf-

fering a 19th-hole defeat in last year’s
final of the Teesside Union’s Match
Play Championship.

A determined Norman made
amends at the first opportunity by
getting his hands on the winner’s tro-
phy this year, seeing off Julian Wynn,
from Eaglescliffe, in the climax to an
event that has its roots in the union’s
Wednesday night club league.

He then used the victory as the
launchpad for an excellent end to his
season, placing fourth in the Northern
Golfer Champion of Champions
event at Longhirst Hall before adding
success in the Northern Golf Masters
at Rockliffe Hall. 

The top three performers in
Divisions One and Two plus the top
two from Division Three qualify for
the Teesside Union’s match play
event and Norman claimed his spot
by topping the Division Two rankings
for the second season in succession.
The four winners from the first round
matches then played on finals day,
which was held at Blackwell.

Norman had received a bye in
round one and played Bishop
Auckland’s Jamie Birbeck in the
semi-finals in what proved a very
good, tight game. Both players

spurned chances to win before
Norman claimed a final spot with
victory on the second sudden-death
hole. 

He trailed early on against Wynn
in the final before some great golf
through the turn turned the tide and
gave him the lead, which he held
onto before closing out the contest on
the final green. 

The triumph lit the fuse for an
impressive finale to the season and
Norman finished fourth in the
Northern Golfer Champion of
Champions event at a wet and windy
Longhirst Hall, in which he won the
best nett prize with a 72 nett 73,
despite getting the worst of the condi-
tions at the end of the day. 

This he followed by claiming a

two-shot win in the Northern Golf
Masters at Rockliffe with a fine level-
par round of 72 off the black tees,
which stretched the course just
beyond 7,200 yards.

Teesside Union’s Ivor Smith
Trophy for success in the pairs
knockout final at Blackwell went to
Dave McNeill and Dennis Wright,
from Billingham.

Stormin’ Norman on fire

Dan Norman was the Match Play champion, while Dave McNeill and Dennis Wright won the pairs

The Halifax and Huddersfield  District
Union staged its 2022 finals day at
Meltham Golf Club on the last
Sunday in September.

Hanging Heaton’s Scot Minto (pic-
tured left) capped an excellent season
by lifting the individual Stroke Play
Championship, beating Lightcliffe’s
Tom Williams by a margin of 3&2.

The Junior Match Play
Championship was won by George
Hanson of Crosland Heath, beating
Willow Valley’s Harry Micklethwaite
6&5. The Seniors Match Play
Championship was won by Andrew
Whitworth of Halifax Bradley Hall
for the 4th consecutive time, beating
his District Seniors’ teammate Frank
Greaves of Fixby by a margin of 2&1.

The Scratch Foursomes
Championship was won by
Huddersfield, represented by Josh
Morton and Harry Mowl, beating
Halifax pair Jamie Smith and Mark
Birkett by a convincing margin of
9&7.

The Junior Foursomes
Championship was won by Crosland
Heath 1 represented by Jack
Hampshaw and Eli Van Der Merwe.
They overcame the Willow Valley 1
pairing of Callum Spencer and James
Scatchard by a margin of 5&4.
Ryburn’s Aaron Rothwell and Michael
Lister took the Handicap Foursomes
Championship by beating the
Saddleworth pairing of Dave Pullen
and Dave Whaley by a margin of 2-
up.

Minto is Hal-Hudd
Match Play champ

Super stuff, Ruby

Ruby Baxter won a closely-contested Silver Jubilee final at
Fulford Golf Club, defeating Zach Hemlin 2&1

Keep your
form hot
this winter
with the
Play to Par
comps

Play to Par, the innovative new
indoor golf facility in York, is
launching exciting new winter
competitions.

Play to Par has separate indoor
venues for both visitors and mem-
bers. The monthly winter tourna-
ments will be run for both men and
women members who have joined
Play to Par.

Each monthly competition will
require entrants to complete two
rounds to be played at any time in
a specific month and they will be
handicapped based on England
golf data. 

Courses will be selected from
the range available.

A member can either use their
subscription hours or purchase a
bay at discounted rates. 

Members will pay per competi-
tion or pay a 6-month up-front
reduced fee. This will cover all six-
monthly competitions. 

Overall, there will be an Order
of Merit for the 12 rounds and the
12 round competitions will only be
available for members.

During December, to allow
non-members an opportunity to
enter a competition at Play to Par,
they will also be running an addi-
tional open competition for mem-
bers and non-members (ladies and
men). 

No scores from the Open
Challenge will count towards the
members’ Order of Merit leader
board. 

Director David Butler said: “We
are very close to reaching our
membership targets and with the
winter weather on its way, this is
the perfect opportunity to work on
your game and stay competitive.”

Members will get preference on
all bay timings all the year round.

Competition details will be pro-
vided in November on the website,
www.playtopar.com

Play to
Par

Golf
Director

Craig
Smith

Got a story or photo for us?
email news@yorkshire-golfer.com

to advertise and reach thousands 
of golfers call Sandra 

on 07771 885757
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Rabbits still bridging gap after 100 years
Acentury after the high-

er handicappers
Rabbits’ golf move-

ment was founded by two
Yorkshire clubs,
Knaresborough hosted
Oakdale in a special commem-
oration of their pioneering
match in October 1922.

Two teams of 12 pairs also
marked the opening of a com-
memorative bridge, complet-
ed just in time for the sched-
uled reunion of the two found-
ing clubs.

The Knaresborough Club
itself was only two years old
when some of its members,
frustrated by the absence of
team competitions for higher
handicappers, invited Oakdale
to a match for “players of 18
handicap and over”.

It is the first record of the
beginnings of Rabbits Golf,
though none exists to explain
the origins of the name
‘Rabbits’.

After the centenary match
at Knaresborough on Monday,
October 3, a special mounted
glass trophy was presented to
the winning team,
Knaresborough, by the club’s
Men’s Captain, George
McVey. The trophy will now
be contested annually. 

The match result was
decided by taking the scores
of the top six in the two clubs’
better ball teams, which saw

Knaresborough amass 239
points to Oakdale’s 231.

The teams were led by club
Rabbits Captains Richard
Allen and Paul Ibbetson. The
centre piece of the new bridge,
funded jointly by the
Knaresborough club and its
Rabbits section, is a plaque
marking the anniversary of the
movement.

After the Knaresborough-
Oakdale match the appeal of
higher handicap club competi-
tions began to spread across
the county, with the formation
of the West Riding Rabbit
Golf Association in 1938.

In 1955 that changed to the
Yorkshire Rabbit Golf
Association. The present-day
Knaresborough Rabbit
Secretary, Geoff Fitchett, said:
“It’s taken a heck of a lot of
organising, but the match and
the new bridge finally made it
all worthwhile.”

Today ninety-nine
Yorkshire clubs include Rabbit
sections, allowing handicap-
pers of 16 and above to play
competitive golf across the
county. The movement later
took root beyond the county
boundary, with the formation
of the North East Rabbit Golf
Association representing 32
clubs. 

In the words of the
Yorkshire Rabbit Golf
Association, “it was an excel-

lent idea which, in its own
way, has created probably the
largest ‘golf club’ in the world
and one that is still growing.”

Pictured are the competing

golfers plus Knaresborough
and Oakdale Rabbits Captains
Richard Allen and Paul
Ibbetson at the host club’s
commemorative bridge.

Waterfront, represented by Ethan Clark, Layla Hitchiner
and Cian Lowry, won Sheffield Union’s junior inter club
team championship final at Roundwood with an excellent
score of 143. It gave them a one-shot victory from
Phoenix in the final of a competition that had involved 60
juniors in the qualifying stage.
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ERU JUNIORS Clutch final goes to 22nd hole in deepening gloom

Zara breaks down
the junior barrier

Luke Townhill finally closed out
the 2022 Junior Match Play
Championship after his third

trip down Hull’s 18th hole in half an
hour.

In the gathering gloom,
Cottingham’s Cooper Beck saw his
five foot putt slide by on the 22nd
hole of the final, allowing Ganton’s
Luke to tap in and claim victory.

The day had started with two very
evenly matched semi-finals as
Cooper edged past Cottingham team-
mate Ewan MacKenzie, while Luke
had to overcome Hull’s Harry
Mukerjea with his local knowledge.

After a nip and tuck match,
Cooper finally saw off Ewan at the
long 17th, while Luke closed out his
semi-final a hole earlier with a neat
up and down at the par-3 16th.

So ERUGC President and final
referee John Illingworth set out at
2.40pm with the finalists unaware of
what drama was to follow.

Cooper had looked set to go one
up at the par-five 12th after a colossal
drive, but Luke had other ideas and
made an improbable birdie from the
trees near the chipping area in front

of the clubhouse. The roles were
reversed at the 14th as Cooper
squared the match with an up and

down from 80 yards. Halves at 15
and 16 were witnessed by the grow-
ing crowd which now included Ewan

and Harry who had completed their
3rd/4th playoff with Ewan emerging
victorious at the 16th.

Luke’s monster drive up 17
looked like being decisive as Cooper
went from trees to bunker to rough
short of the green. Luke’s flier from
the first cut airmailed the green and
somehow Cooper even had a putt to
win the hole which cruelly lipped
out. The dreaded ‘horseshoe’ hap-
pened again at the 18th as Cooper’s
six footer for the match span out of
the hole after a spectacular approach
from the 12th fairway!

So back up the 19th and a fairly
regulation half in five. The 20th saw
Cooper have another chance to take
the title, but the subtle break on
Hull’s home green again fooled the
Cottingham youngster. Another regu-
lation par from both players at the
21st brought them back down the

18th again as Junior Matchplay
organiser Edward Clark and referee
Illingworth started to worry about
how much daylight remained for the
longest final in the event’s 25 year
history.

Another monster drive from Luke
put him in the box seat as Cooper
again carved one onto the adjoining
fairway. This time Cooper couldn’t
repeat his short iron of earlier and
flew the green. Both players then felt
the pressure as a succession of putts
slid by, but Luke held his nerve to
claim victory on his 38th hole of the
day.

President Illingworth praised all
four players for the spirit in which
the matches had been played and
thanked Hull Golf Club for once
again hosting one of the Union’s
prestige junior events. Luke received
his trophy in front of dad Joe and
proud grandfather Gordon.

All four players will team up
again in 2023 and beyond in the
ERUGC under 18s side and, judging
by the quality of golf on show, will
be hard to beat as they tackle another
YIDU campaign.

Cookridge Hall’s Zara Ali
became the first girl golfer to
qualify for the final of the
Leeds Junior Match Play
tournament at Wike Ridge.

Zara was up against
defending champion Tai
Naylor from Sand Moor and
playing respectively off +1.6
and +1, a close match was in
prospect, which the pair duly
served up.

There were signs of early
nerves from both players and
Zara held a 1-up lead after
the 11th hole. 

Tai won the 12th to square
matters, but Zara again took
the lead on 14 before Tai
birdied the long 15th to level
up again.

Both young golfers made
par at 16 and birdied 17
before high drama at the last.

With possibly her worst
shot of the day Zara hit her
drive out of bounds, but then
put her second ball to 15ft
and holed out for bogey. 

Tai had hit a good drive
then iron shot to 30ft, and
lagged his first putt up close
to hole out and take an
enthralling match 1-up.

Both players were con-
gratulated by President Colin
Duckels on the fine spirit and
sporting manner in which the
match was played.

Pictured is Union President
Duckels with the two 
finalists

Townhill digs deep to take title
ERU Junior Match Play
champion Luke Townhill
with Union President
John Illingworth

Bailey Hird of Cookridge Hall backed up
his fine 2021 season when he was the
Leeds Union’s strokeplay champion and
joint Player of the Year, by landing the
Union’s 2022 Amateur Championship.

Wike Ridge hosted the final between
Hird and Martyn Hinchliffe (Sand Moor)
who was playing in his second Leeds
Union final of the season, having made
the Leeds Foursomes final at Leeds Golf
Club in August.

Both players played excellent golf over
the first six holes but Hird got to the turn
2-up, and after a pair of halves, he birdied
the 12th and a par on 13 earned him a 4-
up lead which he held at the end of the
first round.

The players exchanged holes but Hird
edged further ahead to be 6-up with nine
left to play, at which point Hinchliffe won
three of the next four holes to give himself
a chance, three down with five to play. 

However Hird won the 14th when
Hinchliffe went through the green and
made a bogey, then won the par-5 15th to
close the match 4&3.

Hird is Leeds
Men’s champ

Hornsea pair Steve Uzzell and
Johnnie Fisher landed the final cham-
pionship of the 2022 Yorkshire
Union season.

They came back with a late
charge over the last few holes to
secure a 2&1 Inter-Club Foursomes
win at Malton & Norton over
Northcliffe’s Rob Molloy and Zac
Gartland.

Jack Maxey and Matty Raybould
had also represented Hornsea during

the knockout which saw the east
coast club prevail over Brough,
Headingley, Sickleholme, Sandhill
and Moortown. 

All matches are played at neutral
venues.

Northcliffe earned their place in
the final by virtue of wins over
Otley, Driffield, Waterton Park,
Teesside and Wetherby.

The winners are pictured with
YUGC President Terry Collins.

Hornsea land final
YUGC championship






